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E komo mai!

Thank you for choosing 
Mokulele for your summer 
travel. It is our pleasure to have 
you on board.

This is an exciting time for our 
airline. On July 1, we began 
offering daily service between 
Kalaeloa Airport on O‘ahu 

and Kahului Airport on Maui.  Kalaeloa is located at 
the former Barber’s Point Naval Air Base John Rogers 
Field, and our grand opening and inaugural flight took 
place 15 years to the day that the former base was 
closed. It was an historic occasion and we would like to 
extend our sincere appreciation to all who attended. 

We’re also about to begin our renovations to our 
Kahului commuter terminal to make traveling to and 
from this popular destination even more convenient and 
comfortable for our passengers. 

This issue of Island Hopper has a strong emphasis 
on giving back to the community. You’ll learn about 
muralist Ken “East 3” Nishimura and his great work 
with the Hawaii Meth Project to warn kids about the 
dangers of drugs. Our story on Chef Paul Onishi shows 
how he helps at-risk kids turn their lives around through 
his dedication and determination. And you’ll learn how 
the folks at the Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor 
have been hard at work to make its upcoming family-
friendly event, the Biggest Little Airshow in Hawaii, 
bigger and better than ever. And if you’re looking for 
a relaxing, end-of-summer getaway, you won’t want to 
miss our feature on Travaasa Hana resort.

Enjoy your flight! As Hawaii’s #1 Island Hopper, it is 
our honor to serve your travel needs. Mahalo.

Sincerely,

Ron Hansen
Ron Hansen, President & CEO
Mokulele Airlines

A message from
Ron Hansen, CEO of Mokulele Airlines
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www.MokuleleAirlines.com
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It’s official! On July 1st, we began flying to Kalaeloa on O‘ahu which brings 
us to nine different locations. We would like to extend a big “Mahalo!” to everyone 
who attended and volunteered for our grand opening of Kalaeloa Airport. It was a 
great success and we couldn’t have done it without your support!

This coming August and September, Hawai‘i is packed with festivals and 
outdoor sporting events throughout the islands. To start with, there are two Slack 
Key Guitar Festivals this August. The first one takes place August 17th on O‘ahu 
and the second one takes place August 31st on the Big Island. A few short weeks 
after that is the 4th Annual Maui Jazz & Blues Festival.  Two of the biggest 
canoe races will be taking place this September as well. The Pailolo Challenge 
on September 13th is a race through the windy Pailolo Channel from West Maui 
to Kaunakakai Pier on Moloka‘i. Then just one week later on September 21st, 
the 36th Annual Na Wahine O Ke Kai (Women of the Sea) Canoe Race kicks off 
from Moloka‘i to O‘ahu. Don’t miss the start or finish of this race as it features an 
incredible 42 mile journey through the Kaiwi Channel!     

All of us at Mokulele Airlines would like to thank you for choosing us for 
your travel needs. We hope you enjoy your flight with us, whether you’re on 
business, leisure or vacation.  Our growth is only made possible with the continued 
support of our valued passengers who have helped us become Hawaii’s number 
one Island Hopper! Make your next reservation online at 
www.mokuleleairlines.com and let us show you Hawaii’s greatest views!

Mokulele Airlines Now Flying to Kalaeloa
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hether it’s referred to as “speed,” “chalk,” “ice,” 
“crank” or another name, methamphetamine has 
the same devastating power to destroy lives. “Of 
all the elements a young child or youth could get 

involved with, this is the worst one,” explains muralist Ken 
Nishimura who is also known by his artist name, East 3. “This 
is the one that grabs you and never lets go.  All drugs are seri-
ous, but this one is deadly. And all it takes is one time to get 
them hooked.”

That’s why Ken teamed up the Hawaii Meth Project (HMP) 
to donate his time and artistic talents to create the Not Even Once 
Mural Project (NEOMP).  He now travels to schools throughout 
the islands creating large, wall-sized murals that prominently 
feature HMP’s anti-drug theme, “Not Even Once.” “It’s a very 
strong and bold message,” he explains. “I’m glad that I can be a 

W

part of educating the youth through the vehicle of art. It’s really 
exciting to me that I’m able to reach them this way.” 

Ken also conducts workshops for kids to teach them that 
aerosol art can be used in a positive way. “They’re amazed,” he 
says. “They rarely have an opportunity to see someone doing 
something constructive with it, so it’s very enlightening for them 
to watch the process of the painting.”

It was one of Ken’s own students, Trysen Kaneshige, who 
introduced him to HMP’s Executive Director David Earles. 
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Ken had presented a youth art workshop at Kaua‘i High School 
while assisting Trysen with his senior class project, a mural titled 
“Believe in Your Dreams.” “David loved what I was about and 
what I said to the youth and how I conducted the workshop. It 
led into developing this idea of creating murals in public places to 
create awareness of their “Not Even Once” campaign.

Ken’s murals, which measure about 10 by 15 feet, typically 

take about 4-5 days to create. “We’re offering either youth-based 
caricatures of boys and girls in a type of imagery that resonates 
with the youth in terms of current fashion, or we‘ll do an aquatic-
based scene which is really what most schools want,” he says. 
When spectators can’t resist the temptation to suggest that he add 
a certain type of fish, he’s happy to oblige. “I’ll Google it on my 

phone and tell them that it will be rendered right there by the time 
they come back. It makes them feel that they’re a part of it.”

Ken has a busy schedule lined up for the fall. He’ll be creating 
murals at Kapa‘a High School on Kaua‘i, Maui High School and 
Kealakehe Elementary School on the Big Island before returning back 
home to O‘ahu to do a project at Kahuku High & Intermediate School 
on the North Shore. “That will be an indoor mural positioned in a great 

place in the cafeteria,” he explains, “right next to the chow line. Every 
student will pass it every day, which I really think is great.” 

He has big plans for the project’s future. “Eventually, we 
want to expand out of the schools into public places where we can 
do huge murals to continue to bring awareness to youth about the 
dangers of meth.” Ken can be reached at mgmt@east-3.com.
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hether you’re an aviation fan, a history buff or are just 
looking for a great family outing, make sure you mark 
your calendar for the weekend of August 16 and 17. 
That’s when the Biggest Little Airshow in Hawaii will 

return to Ford Island at Pearl Harbor for two days of fun, including 
professional remote control aircraft demonstrations, full-scale aircraft 
flyovers, music, food and plenty of activities for the kids.

“This is our sixth Biggest Little Airshow,” explains Anne Murata, 
director of marketing & business development for Pacific Aviation 
Museum Pearl Harbor. “After the last show, which was two years ago, 
we took a one-year break to rebuild the airshow and make it more 
exciting, which we think we’ve done this year. “

The show will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days.  “We’re 
flying in a lot of pilots from the Academy of Model Aeronautics, and 
two very, very special hotdoggers from Japan will be coming in,” 
Anne adds. “When you get these planes into the sky, you can’t tell 
the difference between a remote control plane and a regular plane. 
These are massive — they are 1-to-5 scale. We’ll have warbirds, jets, 
helicopters, F-22s, B-17s, P38s and more.” 

“At noon,” she continues, “we will have actual plane flyovers to 
entertain the crowd. We’ll have beautiful biplanes and warbirds, actual 
regular-sized planes that you don’t often get to see flying.”

Even the location is a major draw. “We’re in the epicenter of Pearl 
Harbor on Ford Island where the attack happened on December 7, 
1941, so folks can drive onto Ford Island for this event, which is a treat 
in itself. Normally, you can’t drive onto Ford Island. It’s a very secure 
Pearl Harbor military base.” Free shuttle service will also be provided 
from the USS Arizona Memorial.
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This year, there will be more activities for the kids than ever 
before. “Pearlridge Center is coming in and doing an amazing keiki 
activity booth and they’ve got all kinds of super prizes,” Anne 
explains. “We’ll also have a Kids’ Zone this year with rides and games 
and bounce houses. We also do something that’s very, very fun. The 
Birds of Paradise, our local flying crew, do an amazing candy drop. We 
shut down all the other planes and they fly their planes over and do the 
‘candy bombing’ and then we let the kids go and run out onto historic 
Ford Island Runway to pick up their candies. It’s great fun.”

Anne enlisted the help of Events International to land more 
sponsors to add even more enjoyment to this year’s event. “Red Bull 
will be broadcasting their Red Bull Air Race in the VIP tent, so VIPs, 
the press and sponsors will be able to see another full-on air show 
while our show is going on.  Mokulele always does a lot of prize 
giveaways. We’ve gotten about 10 or 12 of the best food purveyors. 
We’ve got good beer and wine in the Heineken Beer Garden. Plus, 
we’ll be showing Disney’s new film, Planes: Fire & Rescue, free at 5 
p.m. on Saturday, August 16 in Hangar 79. We’ve got it covered. This 
is a beautiful family event.”

Airshow entry is $5 per person or $15 per family (for up to five members) and 
includes admission to the aircraft displays and restoration shop in Hangar 
79. For more information, visit www.PacificAviationMuseum.org and follow 
#BigAirshow on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Anne can be reached at 
808-375-9577 or at Anne@PacificAviationMuseum.org.
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fter a successful career teaching culinary arts, Chef Paul 
Onishi could have easily chosen to relax in retirement. But 
instead, he took on a new challenge: teaching culinary skills 

to a group of 10 at-risk kids at Aloha Learning Center, a special off-
campus program created by Farrington High School. “These are the 
ones they want to get out of the campus because they’re so much 
trouble,” he explains. The kids were at risk of dropping out of school 
and continuing down the wrong path in life.

Chef Onishi has a lot of experience working with at-risk kids, so 
he knows how to get through to them. The first day of class, he took 
out a knife and said, “This can be a deadly weapon or it can make 
you $35,000 a year if you use it correctly.” That naturally got their 
attention, and he then conducted a lesson in proper knife handling 
where they passed knives to one another. “Pretty soon we had about 
10 knives going around and we had total strangers working with 
deadly weapons in unison.” 

A
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RECIPE FOR SUCCESS

Next, Chef Onishi told them that he was going to teach them how 
to make Chicken Katsu that will be as good as or even better than they 
can get at the drive-in. They didn’t believe him, so Chef put them to 
work. By the end of the class, they had not only prepared the dish, but 
each created their own recipe for Katsu sauce and had a homework 
assignment to make Chicken Katsu for their families. The families’ 
positive feedback became a source of pride for the students.

To hold their interest, Chef doesn’t tell the students what’s 
coming next. “We’ll go from biscuits to Chinese food to something 
from Spain. I’m introducing them to different cultures, different 

CHEF PAUL ONISHI USES THE 
CULINARY ARTS TO HELP AT-RISK 
KIDS TURN THEIR LIVES AROUND
BY KAREN BROST

Chef Paul with Young Life staff and volunteers after catering the celebration of Mokulele 
Airlines’ inaugural flight service out of Kalaeloa.

Student Dayne Ortiz with Chef Paul after catering to help raise funds for the 
Honolulu Fire Department.



parts of the world.” He also did a fun culinary activity called “silent 
brownies” where no one was allowed to talk. If they had a question 
about preparing them, they had to write it down. “It was the quietest 
class we ever had!” he laughs.

Taking these kids away from the distractions of the main campus 
worked.  “We had 10 students graduate this past year,” he notes 
proudly. “It was really great to have our last day together prior to 
graduation. They cried and said ‘We’re sorry that we put you through 
so much!’”  

Chef Onishi also helps in the preparation of an annual dinner to 
raise funds to help other at-risk kids attend the Young Life Christian 
camp in Sacramento, CA. It costs about $2,000 to send each student 
to camp, and thanks to generous donors, Chef was able to help raise 
$35,000 in one night this year. “Most of these kids are so underprivileged 
that they would never have breaks like that,” he says.

Chef Onishi has seen the camp’s power to change lives, but he 
worries that the kids will revert to their old ways once they return 
home, so he wanted to find a way to help them acquire job skills. 
When he got the opportunity to cater Mokulele’s grand opening of 
Kalaeloa Airport in July and needed servers to help him, he called 
Young Life’s area director and asked if he could round up six boys 
and girls who had attended the camp. “They showed up, they jumped 
right in and they were fantastic,” Chef explains, noting that none of 
the students had any previous culinary experience. “They just had this 
heart to serve. I will always look at this opportunity as the door opener 
for these kids.”

This year, Chef Onishi will take on an even larger group of at-
risk kids at the Aloha Learning Center. He’ll also keep looking for 
other ways to use the culinary arts to help kids succeed in life.  As 
someone told him, “You’re not really retired — you’re re-fired!” And 
there’s a growing group of young adults who are all the better for it.

Roasted lamb shank on quinoa - the main 
entree at a recent fundraising dinner for 
Young Life to send high school students 
to camp.

The peer mentorship program helps at-risk high school students connect as positive role models. 
Proud fifth graders show off their fresh baked apple tart.
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MAUI’S
 ULTIMATE 
WELLNESS
 RETREAT

magine escaping to a secluded, tropical paradise for a few days 
where the only item on your agenda is taking care of yourself. 
The toughest decisions of your day may involve which spa 
treatments to indulge in, which dishes prepared with fresh, local 

ingredients to sample and whether to catch an outdoor yoga class or opt 
for a quiet stroll along the coast, instead. These are some of the choices 
that await guests at Travaasa Hana when they check in to spend a few 
blissful days at Maui’s ultimate wellness retreat.

I
The resort’s tranquil setting automatically sets the stage for 

relaxation. It’s tucked away above Kaihalulu Bay in the tiny town of 
Hana on the very eastern tip of Maui. Visiting Hana is like stepping 
back in time to experience the Hawai‘i of long ago. Guests never 
have to worry about fighting any crowds here. The two ways to 
get to the resort are by driving the 52-mile Road to Hana (with its 
600 hairpin curves and 54 one-lane bridges) or by taking a quick, 
20-minute Mokulele flight from Kahului. It’s no wonder that so 
many celebrities head for the seclusion of Travaasa Hana when they 
want to escape the spotlight. 

Spa treatments at Travaasa Hana are as heavenly as the resort’s 
setting. Naturally, the Spa at Travaasa Hana honors Hawaii’s heritage 
by offering traditional Lomilomi massages. Then there’s the unique 
Aquatic Renewal Therapy which enables guests to experience a whole 
new level of bodywork as they float and stretch in the arms of their 

TRAVAASA HANA INVITES GUESTS 
TO RELAX, UNWIND AND BASK IN 
THE SERENITY OF OLD HAWAI‘I
BY KAREN BROST
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TRAVAASA HANA, MAUI



Subscribe  hanasidenews.net  (808)248-7239therapist in a special Watsu pool, unencumbered by the pull of gravity. 
Tension literally floats away.

The spa’s newest signature treatment sounds good enough to 
eat.  The Hana Organic Cocomint Body Treatment and Massage takes 
cacao grown at a nearby farm and combines it with coconut and mint 
for what is described as “a sweetly intoxicating and deeply relaxing 
experience.” There’s a full menu of other massages, facials and body 
treatments to choose from, as well, many of which draw upon the 
power of plants and essential oils to treat, heal and revitalize their 
lucky recipients.

Total wellness also requires healthy food, and the resort’s 
Executive Chef Derek Watanabe’s passion for sustainability shines 
through in his seasonal dishes prepared from produce, seafood and 
beef sourced locally in Hana and from throughout the islands. Every 
menu includes a gourmet selection of low-calorie, vegetarian and 
gluten-free dishes.

The resort also offers plenty of health-enhancing activities 
to choose from. Daily yoga classes and meditation sessions are 
complimentary, and guests can complete their circuit training in a 
scenic oceanfront setting. Core conditioning and Pilates classes are 
conducted in an open-air studio offering exhilarating ocean views. 

The resort offers a choice of inclusive and a la carte packages, 
and after a few days’ stay, guests may very well find it difficult to 
leave. Even the resort’s name says “relaxation.” After all, you can’t 
say Travaasa without saying “aah…” For more information, visit 
www.travaasa.com/hana.



REMEMBER HOW TO FLIRT

1.855.TO.TRAVAASA
Best rate guaranteed on travaasa.com

VOTED #1 – BEST HOTEL/RESORT FOR A ROMANTIC GETAWAY
Hawaii Magazine 2014 Readers’ Choice Awards
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Offering Over 100 Daily Flights to 9 
Destinations on 5 Islands!

Visit www.mokuleleairlines.com 
for Flight Times and Booking.

Flights and times are subject to change. Please refer to www.mokuleleairlines.com 
for the most updated schedules or call 866-260-7070.

LANAʻI AIRPORT (LNY)
FROM                    TO
LANAʻI                  HONOLULU
LANAʻI                  KAHULUI
LANAʻI                  KONA
LANAʻI                  MOLOKA’I

HANA AIRPORT (HNM)
FROM                    TO
HANA                    KAHULUI                            
HANA                    KONA

WAIMEA-KOHALA  AIRPORT (MUE)
FROM                                       TO
WAIMEA-KOHALA              HONOLULU
WAIMEA-KOHALA              KAHULUI
WAIMEA-KOHALA              MOLOKAʻI

KALAELOA  AIRPORT (JRF)
FROM                    TO
KALAELOA         KAHULUI

KONA  INTL .  AIRPORT (KOA)
FROM                    TO
KONA                    HONOLULU
KONA                    KAHULUI
KONA                    MOLOKAʻI
KONA                    LANAʻI
KONA                    KAPALUA

KAHULUI  MAUI  INTL.  AIRPORT  (OGG)
FROM                    TO
KAHULUI             KALAELOA
KAHULUI             MOLOKAʻI
KAHULUI             KONA
KAHULUI             LANAʻI
KAHULUI             HONOLULU
KAHULUI             WAIMEA-KOHALA
KAHULUI             HANA

MOLOKAʻI AIRPORT (MKK)
FROM                    TO
MOLOKAʻI           KAHULUI
MOLOKAʻI           HONOLULU
MOLOKAʻI           HANA
MOLOKAʻI           KONA

HONOLULU INTL. AIRPORT (HNL)
FROM                    TO
HONOLULU        KAHULUI
HONOLULU        WAIMEA-KOHALA
HONOLULU        KONA
HONOLULU        MOLOKAʻI
HONOLULU        KAPALUA

KAPALUA  AIRPORT (JHM)
FROM                    TO
KAPALUA             HONOLULU
KAPALUA             KONA

WWW.MOKULELEAIRLINES.COM

= non-stop flights
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MOKULELE
PARKING

KONA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(KOA), HAWAI‘I

Airport Location:
73- 350 U‘u Street
Kailua- Kona, Hawai‘i, 96740

Ticket Counter Hours:
Monday thru Saturday: 4:30 am – 9:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am – 9:00 pm
Mokulele’s commuter terminal is located about 1,500’ to the south of the main 
passenger terminal and Mokulele provides a “free” interisland shuttle between the 
commuter and main terminals.  When you fly  Mokulele from KOA commuter 
terminal – you get free parking and no TSA inspection. 
Check- in counter and baggage claim are located at the commuter terminal south 
of the main terminal.

PARKING
EXTENSION PUBLIC PARKING

N

TERMINAL
BUILDING

KAUMALAPAU HIGHWAY

LANA‘I CITY AIRPORT
(LNY), LANA‘I

Airport Location:
1 Lana‘i Airport Road
Lana‘i City, Hawai‘i 96763

Ticket Counter Hours:
Daily: 8:30 am – 10:15 am and 2:00 pm – 3:45 pm
Check‐in counter and baggage claim are located in the main terminal.

HANA AIRPORT
(HNM), MAUI

Airport Location:
PO Box 130
Hana, Hawai‘i 96713

Ticket Counter Hours:
Monday thru Sunday:  12:00 pm – 1:30 pm & 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
No TSA required. Check- in counter and baggage claim are located in the 
main terminal. Check in 30 minutes prior to flight, 15 minute boarding.

INTERNATIONAL TERMINAL

BAGGAGE CLAIM

N

320

MOKUEA ST.

KEOLANI PLACETO

KEOLANI PLACE

PUBLIC
PARKING

PUBLIC
PARKING

COMMUTER
TERMINAL

CAR RENTAL
COUNTERS

CAR RENTAL
PICKUP & RETURN

K
A

A ST.

KAHULUI AIRPORT
(OGG), MAUI

Airport Location:
1 Kahului Airport Rd.
Kahului, Hawai‘i 96732

Ticket Counter Hours:
Monday thru Saturday: 5:45 am – 8:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am – 8:00 pm
Mokulele’s commuter terminal is north of the main terminal and there is no
TSA inspection. 
Check- in counter and baggage claim are located at the commuter terminal 
behind the rental car service counters.
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PUBLIC
PARKING

HONOLULU INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(HNL), O‘AHU

Airport Location:
Commuter Terminal
300 Rodgers Boulevard
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96819

Ticket Counter Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday: 6:00 am – 6:30 pm
Sunday, Friday: 6:00 am – 8:15 pm
Check- in counter and baggage claim are located on the east end of the
commuter terminal. Departure gate is #79.

WAIMEA-KOHALA AIRPORT
(MUE), HAWAI‘I

Airport Location:
Waimea-Kohala Airport
Waimea-Kohala Airport Road
Kamuela, Hawai‘i 96743

Ticket Counter Hours:
Daily: 6:00 am - 7:15 am
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm (except Tues/Wed)
Daily: 6:30 pm-7:30 pm
Check-in:  30 minutes prior to flight departing time.  No TSA required. 
Check-in counter and baggage claim are located in the main terminal.

PUBLIC PARKING

OVERNIGHT

PARKING

N

AIRPORT LOOP

CAR RENTALCOUNTERS

INTERISLAND TERMINAL

HO‘OLEHUA AIRPORT
(MKK), MOLOKA‘I

Airport Location:
1 Keonelele Airport Loop
Ho‘olehua, Hawai‘i 96729

Ticket Counter Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday: 6:00 am – 7:00 pm
Friday: 6:00 am – 9:00 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am – 9:00 pm
Check- in counter and baggage claim are located in the main terminal.

KAPALUA AIRPORT
(JHM), MAUI

Airport Location:
4050 Honoapi‘ilani Highway
Kapalua West Maui Airport
Lahaina, Hawai‘i 96761

Ticket Counter Hours:
Sunday thru Saturday:  6:30 am to 6:00 pm.
Effective July 1st: 6:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Check-in:  45 minutes prior to flight departing time.  Mokulele’s ticket 
counter is located in the main terminal and there is no TSA inspection. 
Carry-on Bags:  restricted to 15lbs.  Any item over 15lbs applicable bag 
fees will apply.



KALAELOA AIRPORT
(JRF)

Airport Location:
Midway St.
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96707

Ticket Counter Hours:
6:30 am – 6:30 pm
No TSA Required. Check-in counter and baggage claim are located in 
the main terminal. Check in 30 minutes prior to flight departing time.

Distance from H1 to Public 
Parking via Fort Barrette Rd. 
and Enterprise St. is 2.5 miles.



KAPALUA HANA

LANA’I

MOLOKA‘I
SHOP HERE FOR LOCAL
. Artists . Jewelry . Hats
. Music . Signs . Molokai Salts
Located in the Lobby of Hotel Molokai
808.553.3878
MolokaiLocalStore.com

Photos courtesy of Michael Caputo Artwork designed by Jack Flynn
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